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Transcript of track 40 of the Biennial Audio guide
Rosângela Silveira Jerônimo (general cleaning
assistant of the Bienial) comments on one of the
paintings by the artist Vânia Mignone, located on the
3rd floor of the 33rd Biennial.

“Ah, I identified with her because of the well. I don’t know why, the time I opened
and saw it, it took me back to my childhood. I used to live in a slum; I’m not
ashamed to admit it. And there was no water, no sanitation. So it was matter of
finding a faucet or a well. And we’d go, you know. We’d go down the hill… playing
barefoot, getting dirty, because we lived in a slum, with mud, it was really fun! And
every day, early in the morning, I would go with my brothers to fetch water at the
well. A memory of my mother came to me—God rest her soul—kneeling there, you
know?
There were eight of us, my mother, my father… I don’t like to talk about him much,
but he’s part of the story, isn’t he? It was a hard life, but I was happy, you know.
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Because my mother, despite all the difficulties, did everything she could to keep
food on the table. She would go to work and my father would stay at home and
we had to wake up early because my father was a lazy bum, excuse me for saying
so. So that’s why we had to go to the well. We would grab a paint can. We washed
them well—I took two, because I couldn’t carry the big ones, so my brothers, who
were older, carried the big ones… And there was only one shack at the bottom of
the hill that had a well and there was always a line to get water from the well, you
know. To carry it up to the house so we could to take a bath, cook…
That is why I identify with it. The birds singing. There is even a little snake there,
hidden, isn’t it, like in real life. Sometimes you are there giving thanks and don’t
know who’s around you, watching, you know… I work as a cleaning assistant. No,
that’s not true. I’m a general assistant now. I got a promotion. I clean the men’s
bathroom, one men’s bathroom, and part of the administration...
What is art? Ah, who knows what art is. You can count on me for the next Bienal
because now I’m going to really stay tuned in to the arts. Everything I see that is
art, I want to really pay attention so that next time I can do even better.”
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